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Dear Parents, 

 

“Character is doing the right thing when no one is looking,” JC Watts.  

 

This quote is an integral part of our conversations with students whenever 

there is a learning opportunity. We use this quote to guide students to the 

essence of character development. It helps us in our reflective conversations 

with students to help them understand the rights from wrongs. Along with 

differentiation between rights & wrongs, it allows us to help students navigate 

their responsibilities in various life situations, especially in their teenage 

years. Young adults are faced with various challenges where there is a 

constant tension between loyalties and virtuous behaviour. The constant 

peer pressure and impacts of social media does not help the situation.  

 

We as educators are constantly working to provide a caring, safe, and 

welcoming environment for all students. But we are also aware that the 

constant supervision of the students is always not possible. Our focus then 

becomes dual, to provide safety and encourage a sense of responsibility to all 

stakeholders in making our community a safe place. More often than less, we 

have many students standing up or stepping in for this goal thus making the 

school community a safer place.   

 

You must have heard about some social media trends encouraging students to 

do distractive, inappropriate, and hurtful things. In such an environment, it 

becomes even more important that we partner with each other to guide 

our students. We would encourage you to have regular conversations with 

your child about their usage of technology and digital citizenship. We believe 

that students be taught how to use the technology responsibly rather than not 

using it or taking the technology from them.   

 

Finally, with great pleasure I share the news of Mrs. Susan Boyd and Mr. Colin 

Marshall being the administrative team at the North High School for rest of the 

year. 

  

I wish all of you a safe and successful year.  

 

Yours in Education,  

 

Bharati Singh, Principal Educator  

Susan Boyd, Associate Principal  
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In this Issue 

Dates to Remember 

FFCA High School    2116 MacKay RD NW Calgary, AB  T3B 1C7    Ph: 403.243.3316 

The Phoenix Messenger 

Sept 30 Truth and Reconciliation Day No    
Classes  
Oct 4    Retakes  
Oct 7    Learning Conferences  
Oct 8    PD Day No Classes 
Oct 11  Thanksgiving No Classes 

Oct 21   PD Day - No Classes 
Oct 22   PD Day  - No Classes 
Oct 25 - Oct 29 - Week of the Phoenix  
Oct 29   Casual Day 



Partners in Learning, Leading & Living                        

NORTH HIGH SCHOOL PHOENIX MESSENGER                                               October, 2021 

 
2 

Just a reminder that bus routes were created in July and posted on the FFCA website third week of August. Please check 
for changes to your stop location and time.  
 
Parents requesting changes to bus stops must put their bussing request in writing (Bus Change Request Form) and 
email the form to the Transportation Department. Change request for convenience and/ or proximity to residences will 
be not considered.  
 
Requests will be collected until the 15th of October and assessed according to the Transportation Parent Handbook in 
order to keep the ride times to a minimum. Requests for a second bus stop or a bus stop at a day care will not be ac-
commodated but we can allow students to use a different bus route if space is available and there is an existing stop 
along that route. Students are assigned to their community routes as this is how we balance the student loads per 
route. Please notify the Transportation department immediately if you plan to use a stop other than your community 
stop.   
 
All change requests will be accepted but not addressed until October/November (unless there is a safety concern) as 
per the parent transportation agreement that parents agree to when signing up for bussing.    
  
All requests to provide or cancel bus service must be sent by email to the Transportation Department. No changes to 
bussing can be done at the campus level.    
  
Please see the Transportation Website for further information.  
   
Susan Goldsmith   
Director, Transportation Services    
Email: susan.goldsmith@ffca-calgary.com  
Website: www.ffca-calgary.com  
  

               Moving?     ***INTERNAL TRANSFER PROCESS***  

 
 
 

If your family is moving to a home that is outside the boundary of your child's current campus, your child may remain 
at that campus but you will be responsible for transporting your child to and from school. Bussing is not available out-
side the designated campus boundaries. If you require transportation, you will need to apply for an internal transfer to 
the campus designated for your new address. You may apply on or after the first day of school in the 21/22 year and 
applications should be in place by March 1, 2022, to have the best opportunity to transfer for the 2022/23 year. The 
transfer requests are done through the Online Waitlist system. Internal transfer Requests will precede waitlist students 
(including priority status and siblings, but not including deferred priority). If the requested campus is unable to accom-
modate your student, there will still be a guaranteed seat at the current campus. Please see the following link for the 
instructions to request a transfer through the Online Waitlist system.    
Please note:   
 
 transfers do not occur mid-year  
 

 transfers can only occur if a seat becomes available in the requested campus (possible wait of up to 6 years)  
 

 we may not be able to accommodate all children in the same family  
 
  
https://www.ffca-calgary.com/important_information/admission_information/internal_transfer_requests  
  

BUSSING INFORMATION  
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   BOARD UPDATE 
 
 
 

September 2021 Update from the Board  
  

 With the first few weeks of the 2021-22 school year already behind us, your Board of Directors wishes to extend a 
warm welcome to our new and returning students, families, and staff. As we prepare for another busy year ahead, we remain com-
mitted to continuous improvement in all aspects of our work on behalf of the FFCA community, and appreciate your ongoing sup-
port.  
  
The Work of the Board  
Each month throughout the school year, parents, staff, and other FFCA stakeholders are invited to participate in public board 
meetings for updates on recent and upcoming activities of school leadership. A typical meeting includes detailed reports from each 
Board Committee, staff from Central Office including our Superintendent, and presentations from one or more campuses. Each 
meeting provides an opportunity for attendees to engage with board members and school administration, ask questions, and pro-
vide feedback. Our next public board meeting is on Wednesday, September 29th at 6pm. The meeting will be held virtually; please 
watch your email inbox for the link to join us.  
  
What Lies Ahead  
As we move toward celebrating our 25th year educating Calgary students, ranking exceptionally high in academic performance and 
producing above-average numbers of graduate leaders, we must not take our role in Alberta's education system for granted. As the 
largest of Alberta’s 14 public charter schools, we face significant ongoing challenges due to reduced overall funding, inequitable sup-
port for students and learning resources, increasing costs, and outdated regulatory restrictions prohibiting organizational 
growth despite high demand and long wait lists. A growing lack of awareness and support for public charter schools among Alber-
tans has made FFCA and other public charter schools easy targets for special interest groups like SOS in recent years, who seek 
to dismantle charter schools like FFCA. Alberta’s political landscape and fiscal situation are increasingly unstable, leaving FFCA and 
other charters more vulnerable than ever before. Early identification and thorough examination of potential threats like these em-
power us to respond proactively and minimize impact. Decisions on when and how action is taken are often made under the leader-
ship of FFCA’s Board of Directors.  
  
Help Shape the Future of FFCA   
With three positions coming available in our next Board Election, we’re calling on you to step up and share your gifts! Consider join-
ing our dynamic, solution-oriented leadership team in thoughtful discussion and creative problem solving. Support ongoing efforts 
to identify threats, mitigate risks, and discover opportunities for improvement. Work with us to gather, explore, and imple-
ment constructive solutions. Help us educate, engage, and inspire action from the greater FFCA community and beyond. Join us in 
pursuit of preserving success and longevity for FFCA as a public charter school, and securing choice in education for Alberta par-
ents. In return for your investments of time and passion, you’ll gain a wealth of knowledge and skills, and the satisfaction of knowing 
you’ve left a lasting impact on generations of students to come.  
  
The Role of a Director  
The Board of Directors plays an integral role in the continued success and future of FFCA. On behalf of the 
FFCA community, you’ll provide valuable input into organizational direction, goals, and priorities. Your input will shape the creation 
and maintenance of annual plans, policies, and budgets. You’ll work with leaders in government and partner organizations 
to establish long term support, stability, equity, and permanency for FFCA and other public charter schools.   
  
Qualifications  
If you value choice in education and believe Alberta students deserve nothing but the best when it comes to their learning experi-
ence, you’re off to a great start! FFCA provides all the training, support, and guidance you need to be successful in your role as 
a Director. For more information, please email Director Sam Jin at sam.jin@ffca-calgary.com.  
 

https://www.ffca-calgary.com/about_us/recent_news/archive/ffca_high_school_top-ranked
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If your child rides the bus, please sign up for our monitoring system. All the Southland buses 
have GPS units installed so you will be able to see where your child’s bus is at any point dur-
ing its scheduled route. The code for your campus is available on Edsby. Ensure you add the 
AM and PM routes if your child rides two-way. See the website for additional information and 
to register: http://www.mybusstop.ca/.   

MY BUSSTOP INFORMATION 

PICTURE RETAKE DAY 
 
NHS Photo Retakes October 4, 2021.  This will include students who were 
absent on original photo day. 
Please ensure your students arrived in their Gala uniform.  Under current 
Covid conditions, students are not permitted to share any piece of their 
uniforms for photos. 

Shout out to Cobs in Trinity 
Hills for generously donating 
scones to everyone on staff 
today! Super delicious!  

 
 

 

COVID CHECKLIST  

 

Daily Screening Checklist: 
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-information-
alberta-health-daily-checklist 
 
FFCA's COVID Plan: 
https://www.ffca-calgary.com/important_information/
c_o_v_i_d-19_information  

http://www.mybusstop.ca/
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-information-alberta-health-daily-checklist
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-information-alberta-health-daily-checklist
https://www.ffca-calgary.com/important_information/c_o_v_i_d-19_information
https://www.ffca-calgary.com/important_information/c_o_v_i_d-19_information
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Hello everyone,  
 
I just wanted to take a moment to thank all our wonderful staff and stu-
dents for welcoming me to FFCA with open arms! It’s been a busy, but very 
productive start to the new school year and I’m looking forward to helping 
all our students achieve their scholastic goals.  Here’s a little bit of info 
about me: 
 

-I used to be an elementary teacher and have taught with two different 
school boards-My favorite subject to teach was PE (no surprise there J) 
 
-I’ve dabbled in the performing arts and have acted in two feature films, 
two music videos and various commercials. 
 
-My favorite sports to watch/ play are hockey, basketball and weightlift-
ing. I’ve actually competed in seven bodybuilding contests and met many 
famous bodybuilding athletes—including Arnold Schwarzenegger! 
 
-During my spare time, I love to travel, read, try new restaurants and at-
tend all types of different events (e.g. music festivals and live sports). 
 
Have a great week everyone and remember to keep checking Edsby for up-
dates on post-secondary virtual fairs 
and information sessions! 
 
Raji Samra 
Guidance Counsellor 
FFCA North/ South High School Cam-

pus 

GUIDANCE COUNSELOR  
 


